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A desire to find natural alternatives to agricultural ad-

ditives led to the creation of Olmix Group in Bréhan, 

at the heart of Brittany, in 1995. In 20 years, the  

company has become one of the major global specialists in  

marine biotechnology and green chemistry. 

From the start, Olmix Group has innovated in trace elements, trans-

forming by-products into high-value ingredients. Its mission is to make 

effective use of an abundant untapped resource to promote sustai-

nable food. This approach guides the company’s teams worldwide in 

their work of extracting value from green, red and brown algae.

1995 • Headcount: 4 
Creation of Olmix  
by Hervé Balusson  

1997 • Headcount: 15 • TO: 3M€ 
Creation  
of the Mistral brand  

1998 
Creation of an export 
department  

November 2001 
European trophy  
for animal welfare

March 2002 
Creation of an R&D  
department

THE POWER OF ALGAE, SERVING THE PLANET

Palmaria palmata

NATURAL ALGAE-SOURCED SOLUTIONS

Extracting value from  
the by-products of copper  
ore processing.

First “eco-sanitizer”. 
First use of clay as a natural  
alternative to chemical processing.

One person dedicated to exports  
in a company of 15 employees.

Introduction of the innovative  
Mistral concept. 

Creation of the Eco-concept brand. 
Launch of the MonaLisa (Eureka) program.

“The secret to Olmix Group’s success has been our 
visionary approach, identifying marine algae as 
a renewable raw material with a revolutionary 
potential to help feed 9 billion people sustai-
nably by 2050.”

Hervé Balusson, Olmix Group founder and CEO
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In 2004, Olmix made a technolo-
gical breakthrough by developing  
an unprecedented biomaterial, 
Amadéité®.  
This patented hybrid material is a 
unique organic clay produced by as-
sociating polysaccharides of algae 
and clay. The modification of the ori-
ginal structure of clay significantly in-
creases its natural absorption proper-
ties, an innovation that has enabled 
potential new applications, including 
binding toxins or heavy metals and 
improving digestive processes (bioca-
talysis).

Amadéite has been the focus of of 
internationally successful innovation 
clusters, encouraging Olmix Group 
to pursue further R&D, such as the 
ULVANS collaborative program, 
launched in 2012.

The oceans, especially their plant  
biomass, are pools of renewable  
bioresources whose full potential  
is still being discovered. Rich in original 
active ingredients and compounds,  
algae represent a powerful source  
of “blue biotechnology.”

March 2002 
Creation of an R&D  
department

2004 • Headcount: 25 • TO: 7 M€ 
Filing of the Amadéite®  
layered clay patent

2005 
Initial public offering and  
geographical expansion

2012 • Headcount: 250 • TO: 56 M€ 
Launch  
of the ULVANS program

2006  
Acquisition  
of Melspring

2014 • Headcount: 320 • TO: 65 M€ 
14 patents to date

AMADÉITE:  AN OLMIX REVOLUTION

THE OCEANS:   
AN UNPARALLELED  
NATURAL RESOURCE

> Amadéite®

Fucus vesiculosus

Group

Creation of a new clay- and  
algae-based biometerial .

Growth in sales. 
Development of subsidiaries through 
internal and external growth. 

Algae becomes the main source of innovation at 
Olmix Group. Emergence of the Algo-Bio animal 
health range and filing of patents.

Entry into the plant market.
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ALGAE: A SOURCE OF GOOD HEALTH   
AT EACH LINK OF THE FOOD CHAIN

As a specialist in marine biotechnology, Olmix 

Group brings natural sources of nutrition and 

good health to animals, plants and people, for 

a complete, consistent food and health chain.

Ulva sp.

> Plant Care
“ Growing plants better  
to better feed animals and humans” 

• Biostimulators
• Soil activators
•  Plant defense elicitors helping  

to limit pesticide use

> Animal Care
“ Feeding animals better  
to better feed humans” 

• Feed efficiency improvement
• Substitution of fishmeal
•  Modulators of immunity helping  

to limit antibiotic use

> Human Care
“Improving human health” 
• Natural emulsifiers and thickeners
• Functional ingredients 
• Healthy molecules
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Olmix
China

Amadéite
Qingdao

Amadéite
Singapore

Asialand
Hong-Kong

Olmix
Vietnam

Olmix
Indonesia

Olmix
India

Melspring
Turkey

Olmix
Ivory Coast

Olmix
Senegal

Olmix
do Brasil

Olmix
Mexico

Olmix
North America

Olmix
Canada

Olmix
Iberica

Olmix SA
France

Melspring BV
Netherlands

Melspring GMBH
Germany

Melspring
Romania

Al&Co
Russia

Olmix
Cambodia 

Group

Dumontia contorta

OLMIX GROUP  
20 SITES
70 COUNTRIES
320 EMPLOYEES

2014  
REVENUES:  

65 M€ BN 
(80% exports)
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INNOVATION IS AT THE HEART OF OLMIX GROUP

10% of employees 
Innovation represents 10 percent of Olmix 
Group employees and 6 percent of reve-
nues. The company’s R&D division com-
prises health and nutrition experts, along 
with specialists in algae, clay minerals 
and trace elements. These teams 
are located at the Olmix Group 
headquarters in Bréhan, 
Brittany, which houses the 
company’s laboratories 
and testing equipment. 
They also cooperate with 
universities and research 
organizations all over the 
world.

Fucus serratus

As a pioneering biotechnology company, Olmix Group has 

always made a priority of investing in research and de-

velopment. With an objective of helping to feed 9 billion 

humans by 2050, the company has invented innovative solutions 

from marine bioresources for more than 20 years. Its technolo-

gical advances, involving active ingredients, innovative processes 

and applications, have already led to 14 patents.

Brittany: land of marine research
With its significant marine science expertise and  
resources, Brittany is the ideal site for Olmix Group’s 
R&D. This division benefits from the latest scientific 

advances thanks to one of the world’s first research 
centers specialized in algae (the Roscoff  

Biological Station, created in 1862), uni-
versities, and specialist institutions 

such as Ifremer (the French Re-
search Institute for Exploitation of 

the Sea). Brittany is also one of 
Europe’s largest agricultural and 
agrifood zones, enabling Olmix 
Group to test the results of  
its work in real conditions at  
applied research centers.
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FROM R&D TO INDUSTRIAL PROCESSES 

The three main stages of Olmix Group’s 
industrial processes 

1 >  Selection of raw materials  
(algae, clays and trace elements)

2 >  Extraction and complexation
3 >  Formulation

During these industrial processes, Olmix Group res-
pects the HACCP approach (algae processing within 
24 hours, cold-chain management, etc.).

Our R&D partners 

> PLANT Care :  
Vegenov (service provider for the plant industry)  
and CATE St Pol (technical and economic action 
committee) 
> ANIMAL Care :  
Zoopôle de Ploufragan (animal health and food 
safety center) and INRA (French national institute  
for agronomic research) 
> HUMAN Care :  
INSERM (French institute of health and medical  
research), Valorial and Centre Culinarire  
Contemporain (culinary innovation centers).

Once tested in France, Olmix Group innovations are 
exported and approved by specialist institutes and 
universities worldwide, before being adapted to local 
markets.

OUR QUALITY CHARTER 
At Olmix Group, quality is a synonym of sustai-
nable relations with our clients and suppliers, 
as well as well-designed, flexible solutions.  
With the systems currently employed on its 
different sites, Olmix Group aims for continual 
improvement in product quality, food safety 
and risk management.
All our animal food sites are certified by GMP+ 
(in Germany and the Netherlands) or FAMI-QS 
(in France) to guarantee the quality and safety 
of our products for the animal food industry.
Our products are manufactured according to 
international quality standards.

Group

Lomentaria articulata

ISO 9001:2008
ISO 22000:2005
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Algae
Algae are an exceptionally 
varied source of nutrients, 
and in particular are rich in 
different biologically active 
compounds. 

Texturizing agents based on 
sulfated polysaccharides from 
algae are used in many indus-
trial fields (food, textiles, and 
so on).
Certain sulfated polysaccha-
rides also have applications 
as health products, including 
fucoidan from brown algae, 
carrageenan from red algae 
and ulvan from green algae.

Clay minerals
Understanding clay minerals 
and their uses is a science in 
its own right, involving many 
varieties, such as sepiolite, 
kaolinite, smectite and 
montmorillonite. 

Thanks to their numerous 
properties, clay minerals 
boost certain active ingre-
dients from algae and pro-
mote the effective use of trace 
elements. 

OLMIX GROUP’S THREE MAIN RESOURCES

Trace elements
As pure minerals, trace  
elements are nutrients  
essential to the life of  
an organism, in very small 
quantities.

Trace elements are required 
for the good health of certain 
physiological functions. In par-
ticular, they are necessary for 
building essential functional 
molecules (e.g. chlorophyll, 
hemoglobin, etc.), as well as 
for enzyme activity, being its 
main catalyst.
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Mastocarpus stellatus

THE OLMIX GROUP’S GLOBAL APPROACH

Group

ALGAE-BASED 
NATURAL 
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A healthy food chain thanks to algae !
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THREE STRATEGIC FIELDS OF ACTIVITY  
TO PRODUCE MORE WITH LESSS

Plant Care
“ Growing plants better  
to better feed animals and humans”

Fields: large crops, horticulture, sports fields and 
gardens. Objective: offer an alternative to pesticides.

1 > Boost the natural defenses of plants
Plant Care innovations enable plants to better  
fight off disease and resist parasites and fungi, and 
therefore reduce the use of chemicals.

2 > Make better use of raw materials
The Plant Care division offers solutions to bios-
timulate the use of nutrients by plants. Actions 
such as retaining water and nutrients in soils, and  
promoting the life of soils make a positive impact 
on the environment, optimizing the use of natural 
resources and avoiding pollution. 

• Biostimulators
• Soil activators
•  Plant defense elicitors helping to limit  

pesticide use

The three Olmix Group divisions: Plant Care, 

Animal Care and Human Care, innovate in 

pursuing the same objective: producing more 

with less, while improving food safety and respecting 

animals, people and the environment.

They find their resources in algae, clays and trace 

elements.
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Nom scientifique  
Si meliora dies, ut vina, poemata red-
dit, scire velim, chartis pretium quotus 
arroget annus. scriptor abhinc annos 
centum qui decidit, inter perfectos

.

Bifurcaria bifurcata



Animal Care 
“ Feeding animals better  
to better feed humans”

Fields: animal health and nutrition. Objective: improve 
animal welfare and breeding while limiting the use of 
antibiotics and synthetic additives.

1 > Boost natural defenses
Algae-based animal nutrition is rich in microele-
ments and antioxidants, helping to boost animal 
health defenses. By retaining toxins, Animal Care 
products reinforce animals’ natural defenses, resul-
ting in a drop in the use of antibiotics.

2 > Make better use of raw materials
The main priority of the Animal Care division is op-
timizing the use of resources to avoid wasting raw 
materials and water. Its innovations help animals to 
derive the most benefit from their food.

3 >  Better respect the planet, people  
and animals

Animal Care products are natural, respecting the en-
vironment, people and animals. Some are certified 
for organic farming.

• Feed efficiency improvement
• Substitution of fishmeal
•  Modulators of immunity helping to limit  

antibiotic use

Human Care  
"Improving human health”

The Human Care division is aimed at the agrifood in-
dustry. Its aim is to exploit the numerous properties of 
algae in human food. 
  
1 > Improve food transformation: by proposing 
a natural alternative to reduce the use of chemical 
additives, the Human Care division offers new possi-
bilities to the agrifood industry.

2 > Better feed people: one of Olmix Group’s  
activities is enriching foods with algae extracts  
during manufacturing, salting and other processes 
to improve health through food. 

• Natural emulsifiers and thickeners
• Functional ingredients

Group
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ZA du Haut du Bois 
56580 Bréhan - FRANCE
Phone: +33 (0)297 388 103
Fax: +33 (0)297 388 658 
contact@olmix.com
www.olmix.com 
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